NSI’s Alan Hirsch Leads Discussion on Budgeting for Migration at Continental Parliamentary Conference
Alan Hirsch, Head of the Migration Governance Reform in Africa programme at the New South Institute, led a key plenary discussion on migration, demographics and macroeconomic dynamics at the 9th African Network of Parliamentary Budget Offices Annual Conference.
Held from 21 to 25 September 2026 in Swakopmund, Namibia, the conference was officially opened by the Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Dr Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila. The five-day gathering brought together parliamentarians, Parliamentary Budget Offices and fiscal oversight institutions from across Africa to consider how legislative oversight of public finances can be strengthened in support of Agenda 2063.
Leading a panel that included participants from Mozambique, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Liberia, Alan presented on Budgeting for Migration in Southern Africa. His contribution considered both the fiscal costs and benefits associated with migration, as well as the implications of labour migration, skills partnerships, remittances, return agreements and future regional arrangements.
Drawing on his research in South Africa, Hirsch noted that the country’s current migration-related costs represent only a very small proportion of the national budget.
Watch the Day Two proceedings, including Alan’s presentation delivered on 22 September 2026:  https://www.facebook.com/100064691498479/videos/4899395953661119


